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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 
It is exciting to be into the thick of planning out the fall and winter church year. We have great things in store! We had an 

amazing summer season of programming with phenomenal success in our ministry activities. I hope you were able to be a 

part of Day Camp this year, or at the very least got to hear some of the stories of joy from that week. We had between 39-

47 kids each day learning about science, art, music, and most importantly love of Christ! Our themes each day were:  

1:  GRACE:  GOD LOVES US 

DAY 2: DEVOTION: WE LOVE GOD (Prayer) 

DAY 3: BELOVED: WE LOVE OURSELF 

DAY 4: CREATION: WE LOVE GOD’S CREATION 

DAY 5: SERVE: WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS 

 

 It was once again an amazing week, and it doubled in size from our first year last year! We are so excited about 

Day Camp that we are already working on next year! I know you may still be tired from this year's camp, but 

we want to keep this amazing ministry growing and developing even more than it already has! 

 

On October 27 we will be celebrating Reformation Sunday! You may have noticed in our four years together 

that Reformation is one of my favorite celebrations. I rely daily on God's free gift of grace to carry me through 

and always look forward to the opportunity to celebrate the work of the reformers who brought this teaching 

forth to us.  

 

I have been considering lately what the Reformation means for us in these days in which we find ourselves. I 

often focus on God's free gift of grace granting us the freedom to live with love for our neighbors, not having to 

fear if we or they are worthy of God's grace, but instead being given the equal starting point of being God's 

beloved children together, and therefore having a starting point from which to live together and act with love 

towards one another. Because God is love and we have received God's love freely from God, not because we 

have earned it in some manner or through some appropriate prayer or belief, but simply because we are 

wonderfully made by God, we are able to look with eyes of love toward all people seeking to recognize the love 

of God that is within us, within them.  

 

In these days that the public conversation often seems to be bogged down with contentiousness and 

divisiveness, imagine the beauty that could take place if we were all able to look upon the other with love in our 

eyes in recognition of their equal love in God's eyes. But it is hard to do, is it not? I find it much easier to look 

upon those with whom I disagree with contempt in my eyes rather than love that seeks understanding. I often 

find myself when guilty of this contempt convicted by Martin Luther's explanation of the fifth and eighth 

commandments in the Small Catechism.1 His explanation to the fifth commandment, do not kill, reads "We are 

                                                 
1 Did you know you can download Luther's Small Catechism as an app for your smartphone? Visit 
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/22879/Luther-Small-Catechism-App  

http://www.elcetna.org/
mailto:pastor@elcetna.org
mailto:secretary@elcetna.org


to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm the lives of our neighbors, but instead help and 

support them in all of life's needs." His explanation to the eighth, do not bear false witness against your 

neighbor, reads "we are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander 

them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret 

everything they do in the best possible light." I have to admit (with a little inflated short-lived pride) that I 

usually do pretty good until I get to that word "instead". 

 

In these days we are to "love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with 

all our strength…and our neighbors as ourselves."2 In this way we will be doing God's work in bringing about 

the empowerment of all people so that we may seek ways of living in peace and love with one another. I wonder 

what Martin Luther's explanation of the greatest commandment would be, my assumption is that it would sound 

similar to his explanation of five and eight, that we should not only refrain from the negative but always seek 

the positive.  

 

As we approach Reformation this year with the tragedy of not just the Tree of Life shootings, but also all the 

tragedies we have lived and witnessed in the last year, weighing on our hearts and minds and souls, may we 

seek to use all of our strength to seek God's love and be fearlessly acting in love towards others.  

 

Peace 

Pastor JJ 

 

 

 

 P.S.  I am cooking again for Samaritan Counseling Center's 50 Fabulous Cooks event on October 12, 

2019! This event raises money for Samaritan's purpose: "For those who silently suffer with emotional, 

relational, or spiritual pain, we offer compassionate care that helps them to heal, gives them hope, and allows 

them to change." You can help me raise money for Samaritan by pledging tips! Do so by visiting my cook 

profile page at https://www.samaritancounseling.net/cook-profile-rev-jj 

 

For more information about the event itself, or to purchase tickets, visit 

https://www.samaritancounseling.net/50-fabulous-cooks-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Luke 10:27, Mark 12:29-31, Matthew 22:37-39   



Christian Education 

 

 

 
Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) 

 

Gift has been offered for the past two years as a 

way for individuals and the Emmanuel community 

to support each other and increase our faith. This 

coming year will provide this same opportunity. 

Each year we have had an overall focus: Heroes of 

the Bible (year one) and The Parables of Jesus (year 

two). With this year marking the anniversary of the 

ordination of the first woman in the Lutheran 

Church of America (LCA), one of the forerunners 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA), the focus for GIFT will be Heroines of 

Our Faith. Unlike year one that focused on Biblical 

heroes, year three will include women who have 

looked to God throughout the generations. 

 

To get us started in September, Pastor JJ will 

facilitate discussions centered on Beliefs and 

Practices of Lutherans. The particular focus will be 

on the Augsburg Confession, a document dating 

from 1530 and presented to the Diet at Augsburg, 

generally viewed by Lutherans as the most 

important and influential confessional document, 

with the possible exception of the Small Catechism. 

These sessions will provide an opportunity for all to 

increase our understanding of who we are as 

Christians and, in particular, as Lutherans. 

 

Examples of possible heroines of our faith include 

Biblical heroines (Sarah, Hannah, Esther, Elizabeth, 

and Mary); warriors of the faith (Judith and Joan of 

Arc); and more contemporary heroines (Mother 

Teresa, Bishop Eaton, and our own mothers or 

mother-like figures). These women are foundational 

to who we are and are becoming as Christians. As 

we grow in our faith, we learn how our faith is 

shaped by both the past and the present. 

 

This is your invitation to come and join us 

following worship beginning Sunday, 

September 8, 2019 in the Adult Sunday School 

Room for fellowship, prayer, and focused 

conversation. Because of the Labor Day 

weekend, GIFT will meet the second, third, and 

fourth Sundays of September rather than the 

usual first three Sundays of each month.  GIFT 

is an opportunity that you will not want to miss. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

CALLING ALL 7th-12th GRADERS 
We will be kicking off the new year of youth 

ministry with a picnic on Sunday, September 29th 

from 5-8 p.m. at Emmanuel.  Parents and siblings 

are invited and encouraged to attend so that Pastor 

J.J. and the youth group facilitators get to know the 

families of our youth - and so the families get to 

know us. Our regular meetings will be held on 

the fourth Sunday of each month starting 

October 27th.  We are trying something different 

this year.  Confirmation class will be held from 

4:45 to 5:45, followed by dinner at 6pm and the 

activity planned for that evening, ending at 8 

p.m.  We will share and discuss our plan for the 

year of activities and service projects at the picnic, 

so please try to attend. We are looking forward to 

making youth group a fun and enriching activity for 

all! 

Pastor JJ, Kevin and Mary Jo Smith,  

Edna Zimmerman, Kelli Kleeb 
 

 

 

 

 
Several years ago, 7 denominations did a 

nationwide congregational study looking for what 

led to young adults to grow in their faith and stay 

connected to a faith community as young adults and 

beyond. They asked the question “What actions and 

activities of congregations have measurable 

consequences in the faith lives of young people?  

  

Did they find that it was a big flashy youth 

programming, large congregations, or even 

"contemporary" worship?  No, it was the spirit and 

culture of a congregation that had the greatest 

impact.  Congregations that saw children as integral 

parts of their faith community.  Congregations that 

not just welcomed children and youth but embraced 



them, showed them they mattered, and empowered 

them. Congregations where it was the work of the 

whole church to minister and nurture the faith of 

young people and not simply the work of "youth 

leaders".   

  

Children's Church is one way we are doing just that 

at Emmanuel. It's not the flashiest Christian 

Education program but is a program of caring 

adults, modeling and teaching the LOVE of God to 

our children.  The possibilities of this ministry, 

while heading into its second year, have only just 

begun.  We are excited to see the positive impact 

this has had on our children already.  

  

Our goal in this next year it to expand and grow 

Children's Church through special family events 

and hopefully the addition of a second class each 

Sunday.  To do this we need your help!  We are 

looking for volunteers who want to show our young 

people the love of God: through story, prayer, song, 

and active faith lessons.  No experience 

necessary!  We walk you through each step and 

plan each lesson for you.  You have gifts to give 

and a faith story to share with the children of 

Emmanuel.   

  

If you are wondering if this is for you or if you have 

questions about what volunteering entails - please 

reach out to Pastor Chris or Pastor JJ.  We would 

love to talk to you and tell you more.   
 

 

Bible Study at Sharpsburg Center 

Bible Study in September will be on Wednesdays, 

September 4, 11, and 25. Watch the Sunday bulletins 

for the dates in October. The center is: Body and Soul 

Health and Wellness Center - Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. 

- 4 p.m., 209 13th St., Sharpsburg, PA 15215; 412-

781-1175 ext. 2107.  [If you plan to attend any 

session, please check first with Pastor JJ or the 

church office as Pastor’s schedule may change.] 
 

 

Music & Worship 
 

 

Praising God through the Gift of Voice 

In the life of the church, the month of September 

marks the return to familiar 

routines and the possibility of new 

opportunities. A familiar routine 

for our returning choir members is 

Wednesday evening practices in 

the Adult Sunday School room. However, there is 

also an opportunity for others who want to “make a 

joyful noise” to try out the choir. Auditions are not 

required; the only requirement is that individuals 

have a desire to sing to the Lord. 

 

Being a part of the choir provides an excellent 

opportunity for fellowship and prayer, as well as 

leading Sunday worship and providing anthems as 

our offering to God. Practices are held on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm at the church. 

Our first practice on Wednesday, September 4, 

2019, however, will be at 7:30 pm at the home of 

Judy and John Erlen, 123 Northview Drive, 

Pittsburgh, 15209. Please speak with Judy or any 

of the choir members to learn more about the choir 

and/or to get directions. Come! Try us out! Raise 

your voice! 
 

 

 

Visiting with and Singing to Our Shut-ins 
 

Our tradition had always been to visit our shut-ins 

prior to Christmas to bring the joy of Christ’s birth 

and sing familiar carols. Last year we started the 

practice of visiting with our shut-ins at other times 

of the year as well. The next opportunity to join 

Emmanuel’s Choir of Angels to sing some favorite 

hymns both to and with our shut-ins will occur on 

Saturday, September 14, 2019. We will meet at 

the church at 1 pm. Join with us as God’s work 

becomes our hands or in this case, our voices. Let 

either Judy Erlen or Pastor JJ know if you are 

planning to participate. We do not want to leave 

anyone behind. 
 

 

Evangelism 
 

 

Dartball starts Monday, September 9th at 7pm 

in the Church social hall. All are welcome to come 

and throw darts. Dartball meets every Monday 

evening through March time frame. Come and 

enjoy an evening of fellowship and a few games of 

dartball. 
 

 

 

Sign-ups for the Church directory 
photographs! 

 

Sign-ups have started for the Church directory 

photographs.  Make your appointment now so you 

get the date and time you need.  Appointments can 

be made for Wednesday, October 2 or Thursday, 

October 3 (2-9pm for both days).  Please see 



Rafelin to sign up.  If you need to contact her you 

can call or text at 412-996-2328 or email 

rodell149@comcast.net.   
 

 
 

 

Stewardship & Finance 
 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes 
The final quarterly mailing of offering envelopes will be 

sent directly to your home within the next few weeks. 

Please call our secretary, Linda, at the church office if 

you do not receive them. Thank you. 

 

In 2020, we are going back to using boxed sets. When 

they are available, you will be asked to pick up your box 

of offering envelopes at church.  
 

Social Ministry 
 

 

It's that time again!!! Emmanuel's annual Ham 

Dinner will be served on Saturday, October 26th, 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. As always, we will serve 

ham, potatoes, green bean casserole, coleslaw, 

applesauce, bread and, of course, homemade 

pineapple upside down cake! The cost will be $10.  
 

This year is cause for celebration as it is the 

50th anniversary of serving the Ham Dinner! There 

is much preparation and planning for this event. We 

are calling on our church family for assistance to 

make this our best Ham Dinner EVER in honor of 

our legendary Earl Fugh. He has always been a 

guiding hand and now our guiding light. Please 

keep an eye out for planning meetings in the 

bulletin and sign-up sheets in the narthex. As 

always, we welcome any offer of help with much 

appreciation and gratitude.  
 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions: 412-841-3759 or my email address is 

sarcher299@gmail.com.  

Thank you all!!!  Blessings, Sophia  
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Nancy Klinefelter   09/01 

Joan Fleishner    09/06 

Kim Groomes    09/07 

Nathan Dellert    09/10 

Maddox Schmitt   09/10 

Robert Anderson   09/11 

Susan Conrad    09/13 

Lois Cathers    09/18 

Kenneth Zimmerman   09/20 

Cody Barr    09/21 

Vera Harencame   09/21 

Carol Koedel    09/30 

Connie Simon Monk   09/30 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Landon Jones    10/04 

Robert Holinbaugh   10/05 

Amy Scariot    10/11 

Alli Archer    10/14 

Jacob Schmitt    10/14 

Grace Barr    10/19 

Jack Dellert    10/19 

Jamie Plietz    10/23 

Dana Halley    10/24 

Todd Degenhardt   10/26 

Michael Matesic   10/26 



Henry Wetzel    10/27 

Calle Henne    10/28 

Adam Henne    10/29 

Stacy Jones    10/30 
 

 

 

UPCOMING Schedules for Congregational 

Committee Meetings 
 

Group 1: Stewardship & Finance 

  Property 

  Social Ministry 

February 26; April 23; June 25; August 27; October 

22; December 24 (to be revised) 

 

Group 2: Music & Worship/Christian 

      Education 

February 26; March 26; May 28; July 23; 

September 24; November 26 
 

 

 

Our September Council meeting will be Tuesday, 

September 3rd, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Our October Council meeting will be Tuesday, 

October 1st, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS  
Our secretary, Linda Farmerie, has these regular office 

hours: Monday-9 to 3 pm; Tuesday-no office hours; 

Wednesday-9 to 4 pm; Thursday-no office hours; 

Friday-10-5 pm 

Linda is also available by email 

(secretary.elcetna@gmail.com), or leave a voice mail on 

the phone. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA will resume again on  

Thursday, September 12th.  
 

 

This is an open invitation to 

all confirmed girls and 

women of the church to join 

us on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 pm. 
 

WELCA's designated outreach for 2019 is Hearth. 

Hearth is located in the old Zoar home on Mt. Royal 

Boulevard. It provides support for families who are 

experiencing homelessness due to domestic violence or 

trauma. Through their programing they help to provide 

affordable housing. On-site services include food and 

clothing, access to exercise equipment, technology 

access, and counseling services. 
 

We invite you to help by bringing your donations to the 

church and place them in the provided bin. A partial list 

includes individual packages of cereal, oatmeal packets, 

soup on the go, mini bags of pretzels, canned chicken, 

pasta and pasta sauce, fruit snacks. You can find a 

complete list of items needed on the bulletin board at the 

side entrance. Thank you in advance for your donations. 
 

 

Continue Saving Those Box Tops! 
Emmanuel’s WELCA continues to 

collect Box Tops for Education.  Please 

keep clipping those box tops from the 

many types of products listed on the 

box in the narthex where they can be 

deposited. REMEMBER to watch for the expiration 

date! Thank you for your continued donations! 
 

 

Greeting Card Stand 
The greeting card stand in the 

narthex is well stocked. These 

lovely cards can be purchased at 

three for $1.00. 

 

 

IMPORTANT!! 
Committee Chairpersons & Church Events Planners 

As committee meetings are scheduled and church events 

planned for the fall and winter months, please be sure to 

notify the church secretary so that the office calendar can 

be marked, and the monthly calendar and Pillars will 

contain correct news and information. This information 

is also made available to the weekly bulletins. Your 

continued cooperation will be most appreciated. 
 

 

Please Note:  We sometimes receive notices from 

outside sources of special events, job openings and 

career opportunities, etc. These notices or flyers are 

posted on the bulletin board in the side hall outside the 

sanctuary 

 

 

http://www.wndsynod.org/ministries/welca.asp


 

 
 

 

Brothers and Sisters,  

 

As you are aware, I attended the ELCA Churchwide Assembly as a voting delegate in August. It 

was a fascinating experience which I enjoyed thoroughly. I find the legislative procedures of 

theological debate and conversation fascinating as we seek to maintain relationship and 

procedure in the larger church. One of the beautiful things of Lutheranism is the ability to 

occupy various places on a theological spectrum and still maintain relationship with one another 

rooted in God's grace. Granted at times those locations on that spectrum are stretched and pulled 

by our brothers and sisters, even as we sometimes stretch and pull on others. I find that to be a 

beautiful thing that makes us one in Christ.  

 

There were several actions taken by Churchwide Assembly. From amendments to the 

constitution to statements of unity and conversation with inter-religious partners, and changes in 

entrance rites for Deacons in the church, the actions when looked at a glance can be dizzying at 

times. Originally, I was going to try and summarize all of these actions and speak to them in 

order. I quickly realized this was a Sisyphean task when I began.3  

 

So instead, I make this offer to you. If there are items from Churchwide that are stretching or 

pulling you, give me a shout and we will make time for conversation. You can find more 

information about Churchwide Assembly here, https://www.elca.org/cwa-2019/  

 

I do want to share with you one of my highlights from Churchwide Assembly. We are 

celebrating this year the 50th anniversary of women in the ELCA predecessor church bodies 

(Lutheran Church in America, American Lutheran Church, Association of Evangelical Lutheran 

Churches). The celebration of this anniversary began with worship in which all ordained women 

were invited to vest and process at the beginning of worship. I have a video of this that will bring 

great joy. If you are interested let me know and I will be more than happy to share it with you. 

 

Peace 

Pastor JJ  

 

  

                                                 
3 Sisyphus is from Greek mythology. He was a bit selfish and was punished by being given the task of rolling an 
immense boulder uphill in hades for all eternity. One of my favorite legends, you can read more here if interested 
https://www.ancient.eu/sisyphus/ 



 

 

Listening Session on Immigration 
 

As we approach Reformation day, we are also approaching the mark of one year that we have 

been walking as a congregation alongside Melanie and her family as Nestor has been detained 

pending outcome of his immigration case. Many of us have had dozens of questions regarding 

this situation throughout the year. My typical response to these questions of specific nature of the 

immigration problems he has found himself in has been something to the effect of, "I don't know, 

but somehow we'll figure out how to answer that." The reality is that I would prefer not to be 

dealing with these questions at all. Especially with the political climate that surrounds questions 

of immigration and refugees in the United States currently. However, as a congregation we made 

a commitment not to get embroiled in political matters that surround the crisis that our family in 

Christ finds themselves in. But we still need to offer the option to learn more about how and why 

they are in this crisis. I am proud of us for the work we have done to support a family together in 

such a contentious atmosphere. We have loved and worked in a way that has not brought the 

contentiousness into our community. We should all be commended for that. One of the ways we 

have done this is through listening. Listening to one another and listening to their story. I invite 

you to another opportunity to listen.  

 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) will be with us on the afternoon of 

September 22, 2019 to help us learn. Professionals from LIRS will be here to present to us the 

history of their work, the history of immigration, the situations that people find themselves in 

and how, as well as to answer questions, any questions. This will be a safe space to gather 

information so that we may learn and continue to support our family. 

 

As I have shared with pride our path of accompaniment to colleagues and others throughout the 

synod and church world over the year, I have heard a similar refrain. That refrain is; it is all so 

confusing I don't know what to think. I'll be honest, that refrain is mine as well. So, we will be 

making this event a public event by sharing an invitation through our synod and neighboring 

churches.  

 

Currently we plan on the event from 1:00pm to 4:30 pm. We will have a couple of food 

vendors and some music to lighten the mood, then a prayer service and the presentation with 

question and answer session. We are seeking to make it a festival like event so as to lighten the 

mood of such a serious topic, and who doesn't like live music and a food truck?  

 

LIRS has asked me to gather specific questions in the weeks leading up to the event so that they 

may use those questions in preparation for the event. So, bring them on! Email me, text me, or 

call me with your questions and concerns and I will make sure LIRS incorporates them into our 

presentation.  

 

Peace 

Pastor JJ 

 
 



 
Etna Christian Day Camp 

“Exploring God and His World” 

 

• Bible Stories • Songs • Science • 

• Robotics • Engineering • Art • Fun! 

 

 

 

 

 Our second annual Day Camp was held at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Monday thru 

Friday, July29 to August 2, from 9:00 to 4:00. We were blessed with 48 Children and 25 

Volunteers this week. Tom and Linda Kleeb led our group with many fun learning activities. 

Pastor Chris Hough planned and helped execute many activities, including the Bible study. 

Pastor Neumann was our Musical Leader for opening and closings. Pastor J.J. was everywhere, 

helping with everything along with being our Spiritual Leader. Our Art leader Shauna Ferris 

made the week fun with Arts and Crafts projects. During our Day Camp, Brett and Bryce from 

Fit-4-Boxing demonstrated different boxing skills and taught us the importance of physical 

fitness. Janet Miller was our Storyteller reading to us every day. Kelli Kleeb and Regan Staub 

were our Taekwondo instructors working with us as we enjoyed watching their exhibition. Sylvia 

and Jerry Lynn manned the Nursery with assistance from Victoria Scariot and Christa Vogel. 

Joining and teaching the day campers about fire safety were Dan Barr and Ben Scariot from Etna 

Station 149 and who are also members of Emmanuel. Rachel Coates and Charlene Ingold ably 

handled the registration desk. 

 

 Many others helped with teaching, preparing and serving food as well as assisting with 

projects. Our kitchen was full of many donated snacks. Day Camp would not have been possible 

without the generous donations of the Congregation and community's time and talents. Thank 

You to all who contributed in any way to help make our Bible Camp a success. 

 


