
 
 
 

24 July 2020 
 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

As you are hopefully aware, we had an opportunity to celebrate communion together in-person 

in the sanctuary at Emmanuel on July 5th and July 12th, 2020 (if you are not aware please get a 
hold of Pastor JJ as soon as possible so we can identify the communication gap). We obviously 

had strict limitations and requirements aimed at lessening the likelihood of spreading Covid-19 
in our midst while we gathered. These opportunities for receiving communion and even 
worshipping together went smoothly and all protocols were followed by those in attendance. 

Thank you for this - following procedures and requirements.  
 

The most important thing we do together is worship. Typically in worship, pre-pandemic times, 

we express the fullness of our faith in worshiping together. We repent and are reminded of God’s 
forgiveness with confession and absolution. We praise God and give thanks through singing and 
praying. We seek God’s guidance through the public reading of scripture and the joint study and 

reflection of God’s word, including in the moment of preaching. We communally profess our faith 
in the public praying of the creeds. We pray for ourselves, our world, our community and those 

in need during the intercessory prayers. We share in the fellowship of Christ during the passing 
of the peace. We eat together in prayer and fellowship as the embodied people of Christ. We 
seek forgiveness, community, and nourishment in the sharing of the Last Supper. We are 

blessed and sent out into God’s world to serve all. Worship embodies, includes, and informs all 
the aspects of our journey of faith. And so much of it is different all of a sudden. The bishop sent 

a letter a couple weeks ago in which he reflected that often the example of running a marathon 
has been used to describe our situation, and yet there are no mile markers!  
 

From my towing days I remember how critically important mile markers are. Remember when 
Pennsylvania changed exit numbers to coincide with mile markers? I was so happy about that 
change because now trip planning was so much easier, as well as figuring out what to charge. 

Also easier was finding stranded motorists because I no longer needed to remember mile 
markers and exit numbers. I only needed to know the mile marker and I could locate those in 

need. Not having mile markers only exasperated the search. I found a family one time on I-279 
who thought they were on PA28 by having them tell me turn by turn directions from where they 
started their trip in Cleveland! True story, but I digress.  
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We have a new plan in place. We are going to seek a hybrid model of worship (I won’t go off on 
a tangent of hybrid vehicles, but I could!). We do not want to lose more pieces of worship by 

moving to exclusive in-person worship. We do not want to keep fasting from communion. We do 
not want to lose the community feel of our worship together. We have plans that are working 
towards a more interactive option for our livestream or broadcast worship. You will be hearing 

more about that soon as we will need to spend money on this system to be able to keep the 
livestream and build that gathering while we also work our way towards in-person worship. Here 

we are going to hopefully place a mile marker towards the unknown finish line of this pandemic 
with a step towards a hybrid worship model.  
 

We will continue the public dispersed (as in not in-person) worship via our livestream. This 

keeps us confessing, praying, studying, hearing, singing, and publicly confessing our faith 
together.  
 

We will add onto this dispersed livestream worship, in-person gathering for brief worship and 
communion once a month on the first Sunday of the month at 11:45am and 12:45pm, starting 
on August 2, 2020. In-person communion will continue on this schedule until further notice, OR 

Allegheny county backslides out of the green phase into the yellow or red. It is my intense hope 
that we stay in the green phase, but it would be shortsighted to not have a contingency built 

into our plan. Also if something like that happens I want the cancelling to be easier than harder.  
 

To reiterate, as long as we stay in the green. We will have communion in-person in the 
sanctuary on the first Sunday of each month at 11:45am and 12:45pm starting on August 2, 

2020. We will continue to have worship online via livestream every Sunday at 9:15am.  
 

The requirements for attending in-person communion worship will be as follows.  
• 20 person limit per time slot 
• Must Schedule by 3:00pm the preceding Friday with Linda in the church office at 412-781-

2764 (if you do not reach her, leave a message and she will return your call. In other 

words you may call on non-office hour days). 
• Requirements for attendance: 

o Face-coverings or masks are required 
o Social distancing required 

o Non-physical contact greetings 
o Hand sanitization at entrance and communion stations 
o Distribution of the elements (bread and wine) will be non-contact 

o Must sign in upon arrival with name and phone number 
o Follow directional entrance and exit signs 

o If you have been ill, or a person you live with ill, in the previous 14 days do not 
attend.  

o If you are known to have been exposed to a person in the previous 14 days who 

has contracted Covid-19, do not attend. 
▪ This is defined as follows 
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• Being within six feet of the person for longer than 15 minutes, even 
with a mask or face-covering.  

• Having close personal contact (if you’re still shaking hands please 
stop). Greet with your eyes.  

• Being within six feet for any amount of time without both of you 

wearing a mask or face covering. 

 

These requirements are necessary for your safety and the safety of others, and they appear for 

us in our immediate context to be effective.  
 

As I previously stated, this past week all rules procedures and requirements were followed. We 
did have one person in attendance that two days later tested positive for COVID-19. Please keep 

this person in your prayers. Their identity will remain confidential to me. This person’s 
symptoms appeared two days after communion on the 12th, which places communion on the 

timeline for potential transmission. They did everything right; and they notified me. I provided 
and continue to provide pastoral care. While none were considered ‘close contacts’ (i.e. <6 feet 
for >15 minutes), I notified everyone in attendance on the 12th. So far, and please continue to 

pray on this, we have not had anyone else that was in attendance at that time show symptoms. 
We pray this continues until July 26, the last of the 14-day potential incubation period. 
 

This is why we have these requirements and why they are a requirement, not an option or a 
suggestion. I share this with you not to cause worry but simply to remind us that even church is 
not risk free. I know it is difficult to realize that even coming for communion, the place we 

receive life, carries with it an inherent risk. Again, this is why we have these requirements, to 
mitigate and reduce risk as much as we can.  
 

Out of an abundance of caution, I did reach out to the Allegheny County Health Department. 
They assured me we followed all guidance and there are no concerns for exposure within the 
congregation. What we learned is encouraging.  

• We did everything “perfect.” Yes, they used the word perfect.  
• We had appropriate precautions in place 

o Hand sanitation stations and requirements of hand sanitizing 

o Requirement of face coverings 

o Appropriate social distancing maintained 

o Sign-in sheets 

o No physical contact 

o No physical contact in distribution of communion 

o Cleaning of surfaces after worship 

o One way foot traffic 

• We are low risk for experiencing others having been exposed due to the precautions and 
procedures that we have in place and practiced. 

 



Page 4 of 4 
 

 

Pastor J. J. Lynn 
Grant and Highland Avenues – Pittsburgh, PA 15223 

Church phone: (412) 781-2764 
pastor@elcetna.org 

secretary@elcetna.org  

You may be tired of hearing this from me, but I’m gonna keep putting it out there as our 
guidance. We continue to work our way faithfully through the COVID-19 Pandemic, working to 

place the concern for others above all else in response to the greatest commandment, that we 
Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and Love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We also fully take to heart in this time Martin Luther's explanation of the fifth commandment, 

that we do not endanger our neighbors in any manner. The extra difficulty of this is that we do 
not necessarily know when we may be putting our neighbors in danger in this pandemic. This 

doesn’t mean we cease to love and serve, it means we love and serve with a face covering.  
 

Please be well and cautious. If you have any concerns, questions, or comments please contact 
me. Also, if you just need a companion in your lament, grief, or anguish, give me a call. If you 

have a joy you want to share I’ll take that call too.  
 

Peace 
Pastor JJ 
 

 


