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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

I am more excited than typical for our celebration of Easter Sunday, and the Easter season this year: I 

hope you are as well.  

 

There are many reasons for this excitement. I am excited that Etna borough has invited us to be a part 

of the Etna Sharpsburg Earth Day Challenge 2019. If you are available for clean-up day on April 13 

please join us at the church, as our goal is 40 volunteers. We will have twenty clean the church and 

twenty go out to help clean the borough.  

 

Children’s Church is proving to be a successful ministry endeavor. We have a group of volunteers 

steadily giving one Sunday to teach our children. The beauty of Children’s Church seems to be that it 

gives our kids the opportunity to engage in worship by providing them worship crafted for them during 

the occasionally boring portions of worship. Yes, I just labeled my preaching time as one of those 

boring portions of worship, but we’re talking from a kid’s perspective.  

 

This year we are embarking on another opportunity for Easter celebration with our Easter Vigil-Family 

Style, which will include a baptism! This will occur from 10am-Noon on Saturday, April 20
th

. This 

may seem like an idea out of the blue as it was not on our radar two months ago. We got lucky. I have 

often pondered the possibility of an Easter Vigil. This year we had a family ask if we could baptize 

their child on Easter Vigil and we jumped at the opportunity. Through the conversation of planning, we 

discerned that the Holy Spirit was calling us to the possibility of an Easter Vigil that is focused on 

activities for kids. So, during the Easter Vigil-Family Style, we will have the biblical narrative told in 

kid’s story form with craft and snack! We will then move into the Sanctuary to celebrate the 

resurrection of The Christ and celebrate baptism! As a capstone touch we will exit to an Easter Egg 

hunt. Spread the word on this opportunity because it is going to be awesome, and all ages and all 

people are welcome to explore this opportunity! 

 

I am excited with our attendance as of late! In my Annual Report, which I consider an opportunity to 

set the tone for the year ahead, I challenged us to reach an average worship attendance of 85 for 2019. 

Well, you have responded! This season during Lent we have had multiple worship services with 

attendance over 70! The experience of fullness at Emmanuel is definite and brings me an abundance of 

encouragement. We have been working hard. One of the ways we have been working hard has been to  
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take into consideration the question, how do we focus our ministries of being inclusive of all people 

and building community across our age groups. Our discernment of this question is what is opening us 

further to the work of the Holy Spirit and allowing us to thrive even more than we have been. I am 

proud of our hard work, and we will continue working hard to share the Good News of Christ’s love 

with the world! I am excited to celebrate Easter with you, and excited to expand our ministry work 

together in the future.  

 

 

Peace 

Pastor JJ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Revised Holy Week and Easter Schedule is enclosed with this newsletter 
 

 

 

 
 



 
G.I.F.T.: The gift that keeps on giving 

We launched our second year of GIFT in September 

2018 with a focus on the “Parables of Jesus”. The 

parables were organized thematically. Our facilitators 

addressed selected parables according to these themes 

and helped the group gain a clearer understanding of the 

context surrounding the parable, as well as the parable 

itself and the possible application of that parable for our 

personal and our communal lives at Emmanuel.  

A very big “thank you” to our facilitators: 

Sophia Archer, Judy Erlen, Pastor Chris Hough, Tom 

Kleeb, Linny Kleeb, Fred Prefling, and Edna 

Zimmerman. Each one offered an interesting perspective 

and personal reflection on the parables. As GIFT 

suggests, the entire group grew in its understanding of 

Jesus’ parables by hearing the Word and sharing their 

own faith experiences. 

There is a standing invitation to come and to 

learn and share with the group. We invite you to see for 

yourself and participate in GIFT as two months remain 

before the summer break. The schedule for the closing 

sessions is: 

April 7 and 14: “When We Have Much” (Linny 

Kleeb, facilitator) 

May 5, 12, and 19: “Called to Action” (Judy Erlen, 

facilitator) 

Please join us following the worship service in the Adult 

Sunday School Room as we continue to grow and share 

our faith. And, note that we are trying to be more 

environmentally conservative by inviting you interested 

in having coffee or tea to bring their own reusable coffee 

mug or to use a paper cup provided by the church. 
 

 

Calling all 7th - 12th graders 
Looking for something fun to do on a Sunday night? 

Then join us for the ALES Youth Group! Come eat, 

play, learn and make new friends. We meet the 4th 

Sunday of every month from 5-8 PM at Emmanuel. 
 

Pastor JJ, Kevin and Mary Jo Smith,  & Marvin Meyer 

Marilyn Okanok & Edna Zimmerman 
 

“Thank you for this amazing effort!! Come back and 

help out this summer!” Special words to our Youth from 

Alexis Weber, Manager of the Bread of Life Food 

Pantry.  

 On March 24
th
, 27 bags of food and personal 

items were collected on a “scavenger hunt” at a local 

grocery store by our Youth accompanied by Pastor JJ 

and the mentors. Alexis also gave a tour of the Bread of 

Life facility and explained what is done there for the 

support of the families in the community. Fun with an 

important purpose was had by all. 

And we would like to give a shout 

out to Thrivent Financial who 

provided t-shirts for our young 

men and women, as well as funds 

to purchase the food for the 

scavenger hunt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please bring your empty paper towel roll (tubes) 

next week (April 14) in preparation for Easter 

Vigil Family-Style 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
We completed our trial run of Children’s Church for 

children from 2 years to 9 years old. Children were 

invited to the fellowship hall during the Sundays of 

Advent to Faith Formation education and children’s 

themed worship items. Children were guided by Pastor 

Chrissy Hough, Tom Kleeb (aka Mr. Science), and 

Linda Kleeb for this trial run. So far we have heard 

positive feedback from parents and kids alike! We 

anticipate continuing Children’s Church into 2019, 

starting March  3rd! We need volunteers that will 

teach in teams of two! Training and guidance are 

included and free! If you are able to volunteer please talk 

to Pastor JJ or Pastor Chrissy! Volunteers will need state 

child abuse clearances on file at the church. Pastor JJ 

is more than happy to assist you with this free process.  
 

 

 

 

The florist has raised the price for the altar flowers. I 

have checked other florists and spoken to people of 

several churches and they have been paying $50 for 

some time. The new price beginning in April is $50 for 

altar flowers. The credence flowers will remain the same 

at $25. If you have any questions please contact Edna 

Zimmerman. Thank you for your continued support to 

add color and beauty to the sanctuary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Make a Joyful Noise! 
As we continue our Lenten journey 

leading to the joyous season of Easter, 

choir rehearsals will be held on 

Wednesday, April 10 following the 

midweek service, and April 17 at 7:30 pm as we 

continue our preparation for Palm Sunday, Holy 

Week, and Easter services. There will be no practice 

on April 24. Choir rehearsals will be held each 

Wednesday in May. The practice on May 29 will be the 

last practice before our summer break. That practice will 

be at Judy and John Erlen's home beginning at 7:30pm 

and include our annual ice cream social. 
 

New members are always welcome. Please speak with 

Judy Erlen if you are interested in joining, want to 

experience fun and fellowship, and like to sing. The 

choir enhances worship by leading the congregation in 

song and offering an anthem in thanksgiving and praise 

to God. 
 

 

 

Bible Study at Sharpsburg Center 
There will be Bible Study on Mondays, April 8, 15 

and 29 (new day this month). The center is: Body and 

Soul Health and Wellness Center - Monday-Friday, 8 

a.m. - 4 p.m., 209 13th St., Sharpsburg, PA 15215; 412-

781-1175 ext. 2107.  [If you plan to attend any session, please 

check first with Pastor JJ or the church office as Pastor’s schedule may 

change.] 
 

 

 

This is an open invitation to 

all confirmed girls and 

women of the church to join 

us on the 2nd Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 pm. 
 

 

WELCA's designated outreach for 2019 is Hearth. 

Hearth is located in the old Zoar home on Mt. Royal 

Boulevard. It provides support for families who are 

experiencing homelessness due to domestic violence or 

trauma. Through their programing they help to provide 

affordable housing. On-site services include food and 

clothing, access to exercise equipment, technology 

access, and counseling services. 
 

We invite you to help by bringing your donations to the 

church and place them in the provided bin. A partial list 

includes individual packages of cereal, oatmeal packets, 

soup on the go, mini bags of pretzels, canned chicken, 

pasta and pasta sauce, fruit snacks. You can find a 

complete list of items needed on the bulletin board at the 

side entrance. Thank you in advance for your donations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue Saving Those Box Tops! 
Emmanuel’s WELCA continues to collect 

Box Tops for Education.  Please keep 

clipping those box tops from the many 

types of products listed on the box in the 

narthex where they can be deposited. 

REMEMBER to watch for the expiration 

date! Thank you for your continued donations! 

 

Greeting Card Stand 
The greeting card stand in the 

narthex is well stocked. These 

lovely cards can be purchased at 

three for $1.00. 

 

 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes 
By now you should have received your second quarter 

2019 offering envelopes directly at your home. If not, 

please call Linda at the church office. It is important that 

you immediately update the office if you change your 

address so that we can alert the envelope company of the 

new information before the next scheduled mailing. This 

will also save postal costs in having the envelopes 

returned to the office because of an insufficient address. 

Thank you. 
 

 

 

(New) Deadline Reminder 
The 5

th
 of each month is the ABSOLUTE deadline to 

submit articles and information for the following 

months’ Pillars and monthly calendar. Drop the 

information at the church office or email to the secretary. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

 

 

Our April Council meeting was held Tuesday, 

April 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Our May Council meeting will be Tuesday, 

May 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

Our secretary, Linda Farmerie, now has these 

regular office hours: Monday-9 to 3 pm; Tuesday-

no office hours; Wednesday-9 to 4 pm; Thursday-no 

office hours; Friday-10-5 pm 

Linda is also available by email 

(secretary.elcetna@gmail.com), or leave a voice 

mail on the phone. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wndsynod.org/ministries/welca.asp


CARING FOR CREATION 
Lent is a time of year when Christians around the world 

practice a Lenten discipline, engaging more deeply in 

different spiritual practices, including often some form 

of fasting. This often means giving up things which can 

hamper our spiritual life or can be damaging to the earth, 

the creation that God gave us and calls us to steward 

wisely. 
 

The Church and Society Committee of our Southwest 

PA Synod, has invited congregations to a discipline of 

fasting from, or giving up, the use of a variety of single-

use-plastics (SUP) each week in Lent. These items are 

often found in our rivers and lakes and oceans, harming 

wildlife, ecosystems and people. 

            Week 1:  Grocery Bags 

            Week 2:  Drinking Straws 

            Week 3:  Water bottles  

            Week 4:  Styrofoam 

            Week 5:  Food Wrappers 

            Week 6:  Next Steps 
 

SINGLE-USE-PLASTIC grocery BAGS and BOTTLES 

are being collected for RECYCLING by Linda 

Neumann in the couch area of the Adult Sunday School 

Room. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 26 – April 28, 2019 

YouthFest 
Camp Lutherlyn 

Above all, clothe yourselves with LOVE… 
    (Colossians 3:12-14) 

YouthFest is the SWPA & NWPA Synods’ Junior High 

and Senior High Youth Retreat. Flyers are on bulletin 

board in side entry. See Pastor JJ for more details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY AT HOME MISSION WORK CAMP 

2019 
We invite adults and youth (who have completed 

6th grade to 12th grade) to participate. The camp 

fee is $80.00 (work-camp camperships are 

available). 
 

Join us - Sunday, June 23 (4:00pm) thru Friday, 

June 26 (ending early afternoon)- as we follow 

Jesus throughout the Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod through a variety of hands-on service 

projects and activities. Participants will work on 

homes of elderly and low income people to make 

their homes more livable and secure.  

New this year we will base camp out of St. John’s 

Lutheran Church of Highlands, 311 Cumberland 

Rd. Pittsburgh, PA 15237. Camp is more than just 

service projects, it’s about growing in faith, learning 

about our neighbors, and building relationships. 

Therefore, participants are expected to participate 

fully, participating in team building and fellowship 

activities as well as eating and sleeping at the 

church during that week.  

Come as a group or come on your own; 

EVERYONE is welcome! 
For questions and/or registration materials please 

contact: 

Pastor Chris Hough 

412-477-9729 

chough@gladerun.org 
 

 

 

Community News & Events 
 

 

Boy Scout Troop 173/Hoagies 
The Boy Scouts will be making and 

delivering hoagies on Saturday, April 27, 

2019. Please place your order(s) on the 

clipboard in the narthex. Thank you for your 

support! Please note: there has been a price increase to 

$6 per hoagie. 
 

 

 

Spring Cleanup! 

 
    
Plan to come to our annual Work Day Saturday, April 

13th starting at 8:30 am. Sign-up sheets are in the 

narthex. 
 



Our annual spring clean-up work day is Saturday 

April 13
th
 starting at 8:30am. Our goal for this spring 

clean-up is 40 participants! We have been invited by 

Etna to join in the borough clean up challenge between 

the Sharpsburg and Etna mayors (Mayor’s Challenge). 

Pastor JJ has taken the liberty of pledging our support 

for this effort by offering our labors in cleaning our 

portion of Grant Ave, as well as the rest of our 

neighborhood, Highland, Weible, and Angle. This is 

another great way to partner with our borough 

neighbors, and to respond to our specific discipline this 

Lent of caring for creation. Please help us meet our 

goal of 40 participants so half of us can work on the 

church grounds, and half of us can work on our 

neighborhood. Pastor JJ will be serving the cleanup 

challenge as Unity Ambassador, and will be taking part 

in the closing celebration at the Gateway Portal, the park 

area at the intersection of the two boroughs underneath 

the route 28 bypass. Lunch included. Come for all or just 

a portion, whatever your schedule allows, we appreciate 

your commitment to the beauty of our grounds and 

neighborhood. A sign up sheet is in the narthex, along 

with a sign up sheet for church clean up. All of this is 

in preparation for our joyful celebration of the 

resurrection on Easter! Please help us reach our goal and 

be good neighbors! 

 

 

 

2019 Postal Drive for Bread of Life Food 

Pantry 
This year’s Postal Drive will be held on May 11

th
. 

Postal carriers will place a bag for donations in the 

mailboxes throughout the community and pick up 

the items on May 11. The pantry will need 

volunteers to pick up the items at the post offices 

and sort them back at the Calvert Church pantry. If 

you can spare some time on May 11
th

, we would 

welcome your help from 3pm to 7pm! 

Please call Vickey at 412.782.5742 or 412.781.7831 

and leave a message 
 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  

BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY 
Do you have a few hours each week to help the 

food pantry pick up food from various stores or 

stock produce? 

The following days and times are available: 

   * Three (3) Monday mornings every month to 

pick up food at Whole Foods in Wexford – large 

car/van helpful 

*Every Tuesday morning to pick up donations at St. 

Catherine of Sweden Church and Sheetz Store  

      * Three (3) Wednesday mornings from 8-10 am 

for stocking produce 

Please call Vickey at 412.782.5742 or 412.781.7831 

and leave a message 
 

 

 

A piece of jewelry was found on the floor of the 

social hall during the Spaghetti Dinner. If you lost 

it, or know who may have lost it, please call the 

church office. 
 

 

 

Addiction Recovery Ministry 
ALL ARE WELCOME –Father Michael Decewicz is 

Clergy Director of the Addiction Recovery Ministry. 

The recovery ministry, based at St. Juan Diego Parish’s 

John Paul I Center, 201 Ninth St. in Sharpsburg, will 

consist of Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics 

Anonymous, Al-Anon and Nar-Anon meetings on a 

regular basis, he said. Also, there will be monthly 

opportunities for education and spiritual enrichment, and 

one-on-one ministry to addicts and alcoholics. 

 To learn more, please visit our website, 

Addiction Recovery Ministry Pittsburgh 

(www.addictionrecoveryministrypittsburgh.org), as well 

as our Facebook page, Addiction Recovery Ministry 

Pittsburgh. 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT!! 
Committee Chairpersons & Church Events 

Planners 
As committee meetings are scheduled and church events 

planned for the spring and summer months, please be 

sure to notify the church secretary so that the office 

calendar can be marked, and the monthly calendar and 

Pillars will contain correct news and information. This 

information is also made available to the weekly 

bulletins. Your continued cooperation will be most 

appreciated. 
 

 

 

Please Note:  We sometimes receive notices from 

outside sources of special events, job openings and 

career opportunities, etc. These notices or flyers are 

posted on the bulletin board in the side hall outside 

the sanctuary as often there is not enough room to 

print them in the Sunday bulletins. Please look over 

the bulletin board from time to time; you may find 

something of interest to you! 

 

 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 
Rebecca Lindenberger  04/03 

Thomas Stumpf   04/05 

Sophia Archer    04/07 

Janet Jennings    04/09 

Janice Long    04/09 

Jessica Lindenberger   04/12 

Deborah Simon   04/12 

Carolyn Spahic   04/12 

Matthew Holinbaugh   04/13 

Robert Klaus    04/13 

Donald Cerra    04/14 

Dennis Tuite    04/14 

Christopher Zimmerman  04/14 

Michael Lindenberger   04/18 

Tyler Rothermund   04/18 

Elaine Niekum   04/19 

Devin Bieri    04/21 

Donald Zimmerman   04/21 

Daniel Hartmann   04/22 

Ronald Heckman   04/23 

Sarah Lindenberger   04/23 

Cheryl Pfab    04/23 

Roland Kania    04/25 

Rebecca Lee    04/26 

Natalie Morgenstern   04/26 

James Suhadolnik   04/26 

Joshua Lindenberger   04/28 

Christopher Jennings   04/30 
 (We apologize if your birthdate is missing or not correct. We can only go by the 

information we have in our membership rolls, but would be very happy to update that 
information if you call the office or send an email to the secretary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
Christopher Lee   05/01 

Joseph McDonough   05/01 

Dalaney Vaughn   05/01 

Jamie Fincke    05/06 

Austin Halley    05/11 

Alexandra Schmitt   05/11 

Amy Miller-Stefanowicz  05/13 

James Bender    05/14 

Matthew McCarthy   05/14 

Sally Palka    05/14 

Brianna Fugh    05/16 

Leslie Babyak    05/18 

Anniston Bieri    05/20 

Lisa Tuite    05/20 

Julia Degenhardt   05/21 

Barbara Buccigrossi   05/22 

Nicholas Fugh    05/22 

Kristin Santoro   05/23 

Maria Zacchero   05/23 

Taylor Jennings   05/24 

Bertha Trdina    05/25 

Timothy Fugh    05/26 

Robert Hidek    05/29 
(We apologize if your birthdate is missing or not correct. We can only go by the 

information we have in our membership rolls, but would be very happy to update that 
information if you call the office or send an email to the secretary.) 

 

 

 

UPCOMING Schedules for Congregational 

Committee Meetings 
 

Group 1: Stewardship & Finance 

  Property 

  Social Ministry 

February 26; April 23; June 25; August 27; October 

22; December 24 (to be revised) 

 

Group 2: Music & Worship/Christian 

      Education 

  Evangelism (also meeting April 23)  

February 26; March 26; May 28; July 23; 

September 24; November 26 

  



 
SERVING SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

April 7 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Carol & John Koedel 

   Earl Zinsser, Greg Bauers 

Lector:   Janet Miller 

Communion Asst.: Terry Tuite, Vera Harencame 

   Sophia Archer 

Counters:  Terry Tuite, Kevin Smith 
 

 

 

April 14 – Passion/Palm Sunday 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Fred Prefling, Kevin Smith 

   Kathy & Jim Suhadolnik 

Lector:   Nathan Dellert 

Communion Asst.: Roland & Lynn Kania, 

   Leo Henne 

Counters:  John Mertens, Jack Dellert 
 

 

 

April 18 – Maundy Thursday 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Volunteers 

Lector:   Tricia Tuite 

Communion Asst.: TBA 

Counters:  TBA 
 

 

 

April 19 – Good Friday 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Volunteers 

Lector:   Sophia Archer 

Counters:  TBA 
 

 

 

April 20 – Easter Vigil 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  TBA 

Lector:   TBA 

Communion Asst.: TBA 

Counters:  TBA 
 

 

 

April 21 – Easter Day 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Roland & Lynn Kania 

   Sue Spelic, Bob Anderson 

Lector:   Tricia Tuite 

Communion Asst.: Vera Harencame,  

   Dean Ingold, Ben Scariot 

Counters: Karen Zacchero, Zenia Bauers 
 

 

 

April 28 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Tricia Tuite, Vera Harencame 

   Zenia Bauers, Sophia Archer 

Lector:   Nathan Dellert 

Communion Asst.: Amy Scariot 

Counters:  Fred Prefling, Tom Hough 
 

 

 

May 5 

Pastor:   Pastor J.J. 

Ushers:  Don & Edna Zimmerman 

   Susan Conrad, Barbara Jones 

Lector:   Susan Conrad 

Communion Asst.: Terry Tuite, Katelyn Tuite, 

   Meghan Schmidt 

Counters: Sophia Archer, Hannah Sundermann 
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