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Welcome to Advent 

Happy New Year! No, I have not lost my mind. One of the 

quirks I enjoy about church is that our liturgical year starts new with the 

First Sunday of Advent. I like this quirk because I think it gives us an 

opportunity to use “new year” to claim a bit of a reflective perspective.  

Advent is a season of preparation, preparation to welcome 

Christ, and preparation to experience Christ. This is a bold belief of ours 

as Christians, that God became flesh and took on the form of humanity. 

So how do we prepare ourselves to welcome Christ into our hearts, and 

to experience Christ made flesh around us?  

I think part of the answer is to seek to recognize Christ among 

us. That is the hope of this devotional book; that it provide a framework 

to aide you in recognizing Christ among us. As Lutherans we make the 

claim that God is always present, so our preparation is more about 

having eyes to see and ears to listen for Christ who is already present 

with us.  

It is set up as a weekly devotional. My hope is that this gives 

you grace for those days when you just can’t get it done, trust me, I 

know those days. I don’t want it to pile on. When I open one of my daily 

devotionals or open to where I was reading scripture and realize I’m 

days behind, sometimes the frustration of being behind makes me toss 

it aside. This I don’t want for you!  

If you’re able to do it more than once a week, allow it to 

become familiar. You’ll find that it percolates into your thoughts each 

day as you do it more. Suddenly you’ll be on Friday of week 1 and see a 

ray of hope that you may have not seen on Monday.  

Most importantly, let it be. Do it as you’re able. If it’s once a 

week, let it be. If it’s seven times a week, let it be. Let it be what it needs 

to be for you. This journey of faith we’re on together ain’t easy, but I 

trust that together, sharing in God’s grace with, and for one another, we 

will find our way.  

Happy New Year,  

Pastor JJ   



Hope 

Advent week 1 

December 1-7, 2019 

Read the passage aloud, with a group if possible, then discuss the 
questions. After discussion say the prayer and light the 1st candle.  
 
Isaiah 2: 1-5. This is the message which Isaiah son of Amoz received in a 

vision about Judah and Jerusalem. “In days to come the mountain of the 

Lord’s house will be set over all other mountains, raised high above the 

hills. All nations will stream towards it, and many peoples will go and 

say, ‘Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 

of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 

paths.’ For instruction comes from Zion, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations as arbiter among many 

peoples. They will beat their swords into mattocks and their spears into 

pruning-knives; nation will not lift sword against nation nor ever again 

be trained for way. Come people of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the 

Lord.”  

This the week the first candle represents “Hope” 

Where have you experienced, witnessed, desired or received hope this 

day?  

What in the passage gives you hope for the present? 

What in the passage gives you hope for the future? 

Prayer: Loving and Gracious God, we give you thanks for the gift of 
hope. Help us be guided by the hope you give. Grant us hope to live 
boldly as your children and to see and experience signs of hope each 
day that encourage us in our journeys of faith with you present in your 
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   



Peace 

Advent Week 2 

December 8-14, 2019 

Read the passage aloud, with a group if possible, then discuss the 
questions. After discussion say the prayer and light the 1st & 2nd candles.  

Isaiah 11: 6-10. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 
a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 
shall be glorious. 

This week the second candle represents “Peace” 

Where have you experienced, witnessed, desired or received peace this 

day?  

What in the passage gives you peace for the present? 

What in the passage gives you peace for the future? 

Prayer: Loving and Gracious God, we pray for peace in our lives, peace in 
our families, peace in our neighborhoods, peace in our nation, peace in 
your world. May the vision of all of your creatures resting together in 
peace inspire us in our journeys of faith with you, focused on the peace 
you offer through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  



Joy 

Advent Week 3 

December 15-21, 2019 

After discussion say the prayer and light the 1st 2nd & 3rd candles. 

 

Isaiah 35: 1-7. The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert 

shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to 

it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 

the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make 

firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be 

strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of 

the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 

sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 

in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 

ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the 

grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

Where have you experienced, witnessed, desired or received joy this 

day?  

What in the passage gives you joy for the present? 

What in the passage gives you joy for the future? 

Prayer: Loving and Gracious God, with joyful hearts we give thanks for 

the strength you give through Christ our Lord. Make strong our week 

hands, our feeble knees, and our fearful hearts. Guide us to live and 

work with Joy, seeking signs of the joy of your kingdom around us. 

Through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.  

  



Love 

Advent Week 4 

December 22-25, 2019 

After discussion say the prayer and light the 1st 2nd 3rd & 4th candles. 

Romans 1:1-7. Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be 
Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all 
the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are 
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Where have you experienced, witnessed, desired or received love this 

day?  

What in the passage gives you a sense of love for the present? 

What in the passage gives you a sense of love for the future? 

Prayer: Loving and Gracious God, you have love for all people, love that 

overwhelms our understanding of love. Love that provides us freedom 

to live for you alone, casting off the demands of the world so that we 

may focus on living in your love. We give thanks for the gift of love 

through Jesus Christ and pray that this love will guide us in these final 

days of preparation so that we will see with new eyes the presence of 

Jesus around us at all times, through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord we 

pray. Amen   
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